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Title:  Life in Christ, Part I 
3  Principles  
I.  THE CONVICTION WE MUST CHERISH   1-4 
 A. THE CONCENTRATION THAT CHARACTERIZES US 1-2  
  
Things we are to Pursue.   Things we are to Ponder   
  
 B. THE CONVERSION THAT CONCEALS US   3 
This happened at our conversion.  Eternal life.  See 2:20 
  
 C. THE CONFIDENCE THAT CONSOLES US   4  
  
 II. THE CORRUPTION WE MUST CONQUER    5-7   
 A.  BECAUSE OF THE REMNANT OF THE FLESH  5 
HC QA 114 “Even the holiest men, while in this life, have only a small beginning of this 
obedience [that is, of obedience to God’s commandments]; yet so that with earnest 
purpose they begin to live, not only according to some but according to all 
commandments of God” . Progressive nature of sanctification.  no reason for despair.. 
very presence of the new life, the life “in Christ,” enables believers progressively to put 
to death  the members that are upon the earth.  Impurity: of graves decayed flesh moral 
uncleanness, impurity sexual impurity.  Passion: evil craving, ungovernable desires.  
Evil desire: unrestrained desire for something forbidden, Producing Ruin, harm.  
Covetousness: compulsive desire to have more than your share,, what belongs to 
others 
  
 B. BECAUSE OF THE RETRIBUTION OF THE FUTURE 6 
Prophetic Present 
 C. BECAUSE OF THE REMINDER OF OUR FALLENNESS 7 
Gal 5:25.  those sins mentioned in 5 constituted not only your prevailing, persistent 
forms of conduct Enmesh, encircle, Control, circumscribe but also were  the realm, even 
the primary dispositions and inclinations that characterized you.  But now no longer 
described, defined, determine who you..  Sins = infrequent, atypical lapses, 
inconsistencies .. Not entrenched patterns 
  
III.  THE CONSECRATION WE MUST CONTINUE    8-11 
 A.  THE PRIMACY OF REJECTION     8-9A 
OT picture of garments as character, Isa 61:10 vs Ps 73:6.  Rom 13:12-13.  Anger: 
Outbursts,, roaring burning furnace., Habitual.  Wrath: rage, fury, Boiling up and over.  
Malice: evil unafraid to break laws; Desire to injure.  Slander(Blasphemy): reviling, 
injurious, harmful speech against one’s character.  Obscene: filthy, foul, abusive 
 B. THE PROOF OF RENUNCIATION    9B–10A 
Return to dressing image.. Decisive, Firm.. Character and conduct propensity and 
proclivity as in 3:5, 8-9a… Rom 13:12-14; Eph 4:20-24.   
 C. THE PROGRESS OF RESTORATION    10B–11 
Thomas Goodwin, “There are but two men that are seen standing before God, Adam 
and Jesus Christ; and these two men have all other men hanging at their girdles.”  
National.  Ritual./Religious.  Cultural.  Social.  Christ, as the all-sufficient Lord and 
Savior, is all that matters. His Spirit-mediated indwelling in all believers, of whatever 
racial-religious, cultural, or social background they be, guarantees the creation and 
gradual perfection in each and in all of “the new man, who is being renewed for full 
knowledge according to the image of him who created him.” 


